CT appearances of rounded atelectasis.
Five patients examined with CT had lesions fulfilling criteria for a diagnosis of rounded atelectasis (RA) and these were managed without biopsy. In three patients unsuspected contralateral lesions were identified as RA variants, and one of these was biopsied at thoracotomy and proved to be benign. All patients remain well at 6-22 months follow-up. We concur with recent reports that there is a spectrum of CT appearances of RA and that even atypical lesions seldom need further investigation. We also suggest that the appearances of some atypical lesions add support for the fibrosing theory of pathogenesis of RA.